Fat thickness as an alternative to marbling in beef carcass grading by Kemp, Kenneth E. & Dikeman, Michael E.
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 
Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 1174 
1981 
Fat thickness as an alternative to marbling in beef carcass 
grading 
Kenneth E. Kemp 
Michael E. Dikeman 
This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1981 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 
 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kemp, Kenneth E. and Dikeman, Michael E. (1981) "Fat thickness as an alternative to marbling in beef 
carcass grading," Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: Vol. 0: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/
10.4148/2378-5977.2577 
Fat thickness as an alternative to marbling in beef carcass grading 
Abstract 
Data from 1669 steers show that equally palatable beef comes from carcasses with Choice marbling OR 
0.4 inch of outside fat cover. Including cattle with 0.4 inch of fat and at least Slight marbling in a new 
choice grade would cut 20 to 30 days from the feeding period. 
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